1. "Whrice Amended) A method of directing payment of 
bills, cbmprising the steps of: 

receivirig, via a network, a plurality of instructions, 
each having an associated amount, to pay a plurality of 
bills of a merclWit on behalf of a plurality of consumers; 

processing tfte received plurality of instructions to 
generate a debit directive to debit each of the associated 
amounts from each orv a plurality of deposit accounts 
associated with the pluX^lity of consumers by one of a 
draft, a charge to a credit \card and an ACH transfer; and 

processing the received\plurality of instructions to 
generate a directive to pay \he plurality of bills on 
behalf of the plurality of \pnsumers by a single 
consolidated pay ment . \ ^ 

21. (Thricev Amended) An article of manufacture for 
directing payraent of bills, comprising: 
a computers readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the computer readable 
medium; \ 

wherein the s^red computer programming is configured 
to be readable frorla the computer readable medium by a 
computer to thereby ca\ise the computer to operate so as to: 

receive, via a nerswork, a plurality of instructions, 
each having an associate^ amount, to pay a plurality of 
bills of a merchant on behajsf of a plurality of consumers; 
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processX the received plurality of instructions to 
generate a deoAt directive to debit each of the associated 
amounts from efech of a plurality of deposit accounts 
associated with \he plurality of consumers by one of a 
draft, a charge to V credit card and an ACH transfer; and 

process the received plurality of instructions to 
generate a directiveX to pay the plurality of bills on 
behalf of the plura\ity of consumers by a single 
consolidated payment. 




25. (ThMce Amended) A system for directing payment of 
bills, cort^rising: 

a fir^t processor configured to receive, via a 
network, a Plurality of instructions, each having an 
associated payment amount, to pay a plurality of bills of a 
merchant on behalY of a plurality of consumers; and 

a second processor configured to process the received 
plurality of instructions to generate (i) a debit directive 
to debit each of the\ associated amounts from each of a 
plurality of deposit ac^unts associated with the plurality 
of consumers by one of aXdraft, a charge to a credit card 
and an ACH transfer, ancl (ii) a directive to pay the 
plurality of bills on behalV of the plurality of consumers 
by a single consolidated payment . 




59. (Twice Amended) A method of directing payment of 
bills, comprisingXthe steps of: 

receiving, viav a network, a plurality of instructions, 
each instruction h^ing an associated amount, to pay a 
plurality of bills of\a merchant on behalf of a plurality 
of consumers; 
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pryQcessing the received plurality of instructions to 
generate ^debit directive to debit each of the associated 
amounts f rom\ each of a plurality of deposit accounts 
associated with ^^ch of the plurality of consumers by one 
of a draft, a charg^to a credit card and an ACH transfer; 
and 

processing the received plurality of instructions to 
generate a directive to payv the plurality of bills on 
behalf of the plurality of X consumers by a single 
consolidated payment- 



60. (Thrice Amended) A method of directing payment of 
bills, cohtprising the steps of: 

receivj>ag a plurality of instructions to pay a 
plurality of o^lls of a merchant on behalf of a plurality 
of consumers; 

processing theNjreceived plurality of instructions to 
generate a directive n:o pay the plurality of bills on 
behalf of the plurali^ of consumers by a single 
consolidated payment; and 

processing the received ^urality of instructions to 
generate a directive to debit \each of a plurality of 
deposit accounts associated with ea\:h of the plurality of 
consumers by one of a draft, a charge >^o a credit card and 
an ACH transfer. 
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